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 In February, a local radio station, STORM FM, did a series of 
segments about Neema House to raise awareness about the work we 
are doing to care for vulnerable children in Geita.  They also 
announced a fundraiser on our behalf to provide donations of 
supplies and/or money to purchase needed items for the home. On 
Valentine’s Day, a team from the radio station, the District 
Commissioner, and the Regional Commissioner came to Neema 
House and blessed us with a truck full of supplies to benefit our 
children, including: sugar, rice, flour, beans, soap, toothpaste 
detergent, formula, clothes, and toys.  Increased support from the 
local area is critical for our continued work and community 
outreach in the Geita region. 

Neema House - Geita 

An outreach to abandoned, 
orphaned, and at-risk children in 

Geita, Tanzania 
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BUILDING PROJECTS 

In our continued efforts to improve 
the Neema House facilities, we have 
constructed a sandbox for outdoor 
play.  This has become a favorite 
activity for all of the Neema House 
children. 

 

 

 We have also completed 
construction on the msonge 
(gazebo).  This has proven to be a 
great place for Sunday worship with 
the children, eating outside on nice 
days, providing shade for younger 
children while playing outside, and 
hosting family members or other 
guests who have come to visit 
Neema House children.  

 

In an attempt to extend the reach 
of Neema House outside the walls 
of the baby home, since the end of 
2015 Neema House has also 
offered support to children in the 
community.  So far, this outreach 
has included assistance with a 
business start up so that a single 
parent can support her family, 
helping purchase school uniforms, 
and providing formula support for 
infants at risk of malnutrition. 

In January of this year, we met 
Baabu who is eight years old and 
has never attended school due to 
not having money to buy a proper 
school uniform.  We met him 
while doing a follow up visit with 
another family who we were 
assisting.  Through discussions with 
neighbors, we learned that his 
father is gone and his mother is an 
alcoholic who spends most of the 
family money on her addiction.  
Baabu was very interested in school 
and trying to learn whatever he 
could from neighbor children after 
they returned each day.  After 
speaking with his mother, we took 
Baabu to town and purchased him a 
school uniform and shoes. He 
started school the following day 
and every time we visit he is 
excited to show us what he has 
learned.  Neema House has agreed 
to continue to help him if he 
continues to attend school and 
work hard.  

Community outreach 
In April, Neema House was 
contacted about 6 day old twins 
whose mother died during 
childbirth in Geita.  After 
discussions with the family, Neema 
House agreed to provide formula 
support so that the children can 
remain at home and be cared for by 
the father’s sisters.  Each week, the 
aunts bring them to Neema House 
where the children are weighed and 
the family is provided another 
week’s worth of milk.  Neema 
House then provides education for 
the family with regard to matters 
pertaining to children, including: 
health issues, child development, 
nutrition, malnutrition, etc… 

Within the next few months, 
Neema House plans to launch an 
official community outreach 
program to serve the Geita Region 
that is in partnership with the 
evidence-based Maisha Matters 
program conducted by Forever 
Angels Baby Home in Mwanza.  
This program will model the 
outreach support being given to the 
twins’ family and will include 
formula support, parent education 
and empowerment, and business 
start-ups for long term 
sustainability.  The goal will be to 
prevent the need for out-of-home 
care and address health issues to 
prevent malnutrition after maternal 
death or a mother’s inability to 
breastfeed. 

Baabu          
School Uniform 

Dotto          
Formula Support Kulwa     

Formula Support 
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Family reunifications 

Jumanne was placed at Neema House in May 2015.  His mother 
had left the home and abandoned the family 6 months earlier and 
his father had lost his eyesight.  Jumanne was found by his baba 
mdogo (paternal uncle) to be extremely malnourished and was 
placed at Neema House at the recommendation of the Geita 
Hospital social welfare officer. At the time, he was too weak to 
even lift his head.  Jumanne was placed with his aunt and baba 
mdogo in February.   He is now healthy and developmentally 
appropriate. Neema House is continuing to offer support. 

Happiness and Grace were placed at Neema House in October 
2015 upon the recommendation of the Geita Hospital social 
welfare officer due to concerns of extreme malnutrition.  Their 
mother suffers from HIV, had become very ill, and was unable to 
breastfeed. Both girls are now very healthy and learning to walk 
and meet developmental milestones.  While they were at Neema 
House, their mother attended the HIV clinic and began taking her 
medication regularly so she is now much healthier.  They returned 
to their parents’ care and Neema House continues to visit. 

Joshua was placed at Neema House in December 2015 after being 
found abandoned in Geita Town.  Through investigation, the 
police located the parents and discovered that they had been 
involved in a domestic disagreement about the care of the child.  
Social welfare met with the parents to help address the conflict 
and then instructed that Joshua was to be returned to his mother 
in January.  Neema House offered to conduct follow up visits to 
ensure the ongoing safety and welfare of Joshua. 

Daniel was placed at Neema House in December 2015 upon the 
recommendation of the Geita Hospital social welfare officer due 
to concerns of extreme malnutrition.  Daniel had previously been 
living with his mother who was mentally ill.  At the time of 
placement, Daniel was too weak to crawl and had never walked.  
Daniel was placed in the care of his maternal grandmother in 
March 2016.  He is now able to crawl and stand and has begun 
taking steps on his own.  Neema House is continuing to offer 
support and education to the family to ensure his welfare. 
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Charity was placed at Neema House in September 2014 after 
being found abandoned in Geita Town.  Several months later, the 
authorities located her mother, though she was found to be an 
alcoholic and living in a domestic violent situation.  At the time, 
all other extended family was also found to have addictions to 
alcohol.  In 2016, however, an uncle was found to be living in 
Geita and all references report that he has a safe home and stable 
financial situation.  After visiting Charity several times, she went 
to live in their home in April.  Neema House continues to visit to 
ensure her health and safety.  

Elizabeth was placed at Neema House in December 2015 after her 
mother died while giving birth to her young sister.  Six days later, 
her sister then died of a bacterial infection contracted during 
delivery.  The father had no family nearby to help care for 
Elizabeth.  Her father has since remarried and his new wife came 
to Neema House two times a week for a month to develop a 
relationship with Elizabeth.  Elizabeth returned to her father’s 
home in April.  Neema House continues to visit to ensure her 
health and safety. 

In March 2016 we made our final visit to Neema Anna in Kharumwa.  Anna was 
abandoned by her 14 year old mother after she gave birth in December 2014.  
After learning what had happened, the maternal grandparents contacted Neema 
House and expressed an interest in caring for the baby.  Neema House met with 
social welfare and local leaders and helped facilitate the first reunification of a 
Neema House child with family.  Initially, Anna’s mother was extremely 
withdrawn, showing little interest in the child.  Neema House continued to visit 
monthly for the next year to provide formula support and to help educate and 
empower the mother to become more involved in her daughter’s life.  By the end 
of the year, Anna’s mother had begun providing for the majority of her day-to-day 
care and did so eagerly and happily.  Due to no further identified concerns, Neema 
House has ended its regular visits to the family, though they have been advised that 
they can contact us at any time, if needed.  We are so proud of this mother and 
how far she has come. 

Final visit 
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Agreement with Waja 
Hospital 

In an effort to always provide 
the best possible care to our 
children, in January Neema 
House entered into an 
agreement with Waja Hospital 
to help meet the children’s 
medical needs.  At placement, 
every child is taken to Waja 
Hospital within the first 24 
hours for a thorough health 
examination and lab work to 
rule out any possible bacterial 
infection, HIV, heart defects, 
malaria, and other possible 
health concerns.   

Additionally, a doctor from 
Waja Hospital volunteers his 
time to visit our children at the 
home regularly to do routine 
health checks and make 
recommendations for treatment 
or follow up, as needed.  He 
also helps to educate our staff 
on health matters affecting the 
children. 

We are thankful for the 
commitment that these doctors 
have shown by willingly serving 
these children from the Geita 
community.   
    
    
    
    

At Neema House we are constantly 
working to improve our facilities to 
provide the best possible home for 
our children.  Over the past four 
months, we have made the following 
improvements: 

1. Through the donations 
provided by NSSF and 
STORM FM, we were able 
to replace all of the mosquito 
nets on our children’s beds. 

2. We purchased a dryer to 
help ensure that we always 
have dry clothes and diapers 
/ nappies during rainy 
season. 

3. We built a place for burning 
trash safely on site. 

4. We now have a Neema 
House vehicle to help with 
our increasing number of 
village visits to families in the 
community or follow up 
after a child returns home. 

5. We added mtete (bamboo) 
to the chainlink fence 
between Neema House and 
the farm to ensure increased 
privacy at all times. 

6. We built a concrete walkway 
between the toddler home 
and the baby home. 

7. We purchased a generator. 
8. We built two child-sized 

tables for the children to use 
during mealtime or while 
doing other activities such as 
puzzles, coloring, or playing 
with Play-Doh. 

  

OTHER FACILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS 
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educational activities 
at neema house 

Did you know Neema House… 
 

Last year we enrolled the 3-5 year old Neema House 

children into a local pre-school.  While their 

socialization skills improved, we were unhappy with the 

level of learning for the children.  This year, the 

children are attending a different private school in town 

and within the first week they had learned more than 

they did last year.  Their class sizes are much smaller 

and the teachers seem much more invested in their 

education.  The children love coming home from school 

each afternoon and showing off what they have learned. 

We have been working to create more pre-school 

specific play time with our older toddlers at Neema 

House.  Each morning while the younger children nap, 

staff works with the older children on activities such as 

coloring, playing with Play-Doh, doing puzzles, or 

reading books.  After the staff and children get used to 

this routine, we will begin diversifying the activities 

and adding more learning specific games to work on 

numbers, colors, letters, and motor skills.  The 

children are enjoying these activities and the staff are 

learning new ways to play with and teach the children. 

Aloysius pre-
primary school 

• Is providing follow-up / at-home 
support to 11 children 

• Currently has 10 babies under 
the year of 1 

• Provides uji (porridge), chai 
(breakfast), lunch, snack, and 
dinner for all children daily 

• Seeks to place all children back in 
the community either with 
biological or adoptive families 

• Has had 11 children return home 
since 2015 

• Currently provides 24-hour care 
for 28 children 

• Has 3 children with HIV 
• Provides employment to 28 local 

people 
• Has served a total of 48 children 

since 2015 
• Is set up to care for up to 40 

children ages 0-5 
• Has been providing 24-hour care 

for a premature child in the 
hospital for the past 3 weeks 

 

• Provides monthly training for staff 
on issues regarding health, child 
development, and other matters 
regarding caring for young children 

• Depends largely upon individual 
donations / child sponsorship to 
provide for the day-to-day care of 
these children 

• Maintains a 1:3 / 1:4 (staff:child) 
child care ratio  

• Seeks to teach all children about the 
Bible 


